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In Lieu of a Foreword

Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University is the 
fi rst Georgian university and the fi rst naƟ onal 
university in the Caucasus. While working on 
establishing the Georgian University, the found-
ers of alma mater were guided by two basic 
principles: restoring centuries-old Georgian ed-
ucaƟ onal tradiƟ ons and introducing a modern 
European university model. As for the naƟ on-
al educaƟ onal roots, they go back hundreds of 
years, when a famous rhetoric school of Kolkhe-
Ɵ  Academy existed on the territory of Georgia in 
the 3rd-4th centuries AD. It is known that med-
icine was taught in GelaƟ  and Ikalto academies 
(XII c.). Like the oldest Bologna University, the 
curriculum of GelaƟ  Academy envisaged teach-
ing the trivium and quadrivium subjects.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Ivane 
Javakhishvili took the lead for the establishment 
of Georgian University. Ivane Javakhishvili, Pro-
fessor of Friedrich Wilhelm University (Berlin), 
arrived in Georgia in the spring of 1917 and 
headed the foundaƟ on of the Georgian Univer-
sity. The University was solemnly opened on 
8 February 1918 (26 January, according to the 
Julian calendar). The establishment of medical 
educaƟ on in Georgia traces its roots from that 
period as well. The issue of opening a Faculty 
of Medicine was discussed at the meeƟ ngs of 
the Board of Professors on 27 February and 17 
June of 1918; and upon decision of the Board 
of Professors dated by 9 April 1919, the Faculty 
of Medicine was established as an independent 
faculty. CreaƟ on of the Faculty of Medicine at 
the University laid the foundaƟ on not only for 
the higher medical educaƟ on, but also for the 
development of theoreƟ cal and clinical fi elds of 
medicine in Georgia.

Presently, up to 22,000 students are study-
ing at the seven faculƟ es of Tbilisi State Uni-
versity. At the Faculty of Medicine teaching is 
conducted in the following direcƟ ons: Medi-
cine, DenƟ stry, Public Health. English language 
programs operate along with the programs in 
Georgian. About 1,400 students are studying at 

the Faculty of Medicine, including 600 interna-
Ɵ onal students from diff erent countries of the 
world. The academic staff  is acƟ vely involved 
in various naƟ onal and internaƟ onal projects. 
Teaching, bilateral mobility of students and ac-
ademic staff , as well as joint research acƟ viƟ es, 
are accomplished within the framework of the 
menƟ oned projects. 

The University is proud of its recent 
achievements as well, including the gained 
naƟ onal and internaƟ onal grants, issued in-
ternaƟ onal publicaƟ ons, as well as its posiƟ on 
among the 2% of the world's best universiƟ es, 
ranking № 359 (The U.S. News&World Report 
– Best Global UniversiƟ es Ranking 2017), and
many others.

Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, 
together with other state higher educaƟ on in-
sƟ tuƟ ons and scienƟ fi c centres created within 
it, developed the famous Georgian medical sci-
ence of the 20th century and entered its second 
century with far-reaching goals and high hopes.

I am honoured to congratulate the stu-
dents, graduates and professors of TSU Faculty 
of Medicine on the anniversary of establish-
ment of higher medical educaƟ on in Georgia.

George Sharvashidze

Rector of Ivane Javakhishvili 
 Tbilisi State University

18  December 2018, Tbilisi



 Contents 

        In Lieu of a Foreword 6

FACULTY OF MEDICINE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY Έ1918ͳ1930Ή 

1.1 FoundaƟ on of the Medical Faculty 41

1.2 Academic Chairs of the Faculty of Medicine 76

1.3 Academic Personnel of the Faculty of Medicine  98

1.4 Heads of Chairs at the Faculty of Medicine 112

1.5 Clinical Seƫ  ngs of the Faculty of Medicine 121

1.6 The Heritage of the Faculty of Medicine 127

 FACULTY OF MEDICINE OF IVANE 
JAVAKHISHVILI TBILISI STATE 
UNIVERSITY Έ1994ͳ2018Ή 

2.1 Restoring Higher Medical Education at the 
University 133

2.2 Reforms in the System of Higher Education  138

2.3 Modernisation of Medical Education 
at the Faculty of Medicine 144

2.4 Undergraduate Medical Education  152

2.5 Postgraduate Education at the 
Faculty of Medicine 161

2.6 International Cooperation of the 
Faculty of Medicine 175

2.7 The Centenary of the Establishment of Higher 
Education in Georgia 189

2.8 Challenges of Higher Medical Education  194

References 198

Index of Names 202




	01-PR1 -MEDICAL EDUCATION
	02-PR1 - MEDICAL EDUCATION

